
 There are many things on golfer’s bucket lists: Pebble 
Beach, the Old Course at St. Andrews, a trip to Hawaii. 
But make sure to add this one, a trip to the 16th hole at the 
Waste Management Phoenix Open. There is nothing like it. 
When you think golf, you think quiet, right. Not at this place. 
See page 2 for more.

Waste Management Open:
16th hole is non-stop talk
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Rules Quiz

Play where the pros play
in this Palm Springs event

Central Oregon Shootout
set for annual April event

 A player’s ball lies on a cart path (abnor-
mal course condition).  He lifts the ball and 
determines his “nearest point of complete 
relief”.  Where is the player required to drop 
the ball? Please see the answer on Page 2 
of this section.

If it’s March, it must be
time to start score posting
 Once the Pacific Northwest calendar rolls 
into March, it is time to start posting those 
scores into the computer to get your handicap 
rolling again. The non-posting season in the 
Pacific Northwest runs from November through 
the end of February. So start that posting. In the 
Pacific Northwest, the GHIN posting computers 
freeze during winter so scores played at Pacific 
Northwest courses are not to be posted, be-
cause of the inclement conditions. 
 However, scores shot at golf courses in 
places like Florida, Hawaii and Arizona are still to 
be posted because they don’t have winter rules. 
Rounds that are played starting March 1 in the 
Pacific Northwest must be posted again. 

 If you like what you see on television when 
the PGA Tour hits the Palm Springs area, you 
will like an event  called the Shootout at PGA 
West.
 Fun Golf Vacations offers up a two-player 
best-ball tournament May 6-8 with golfers tak-
ing on some of the PGA Tour event’s courses 
at PGA West and LaQuinta Resort.
 The Shootout offers three tournament rounds 
and the package can also include three nights 
in a condo with a kickoff party on Sunday night. 
There are free afternoon replays available on any 
of the tournament courses. Games include daily 
skills competitions and optional cash honey pots,  
Cost is $1,050 Per Person or $995 for returning 
players. Call 206.351.3704 for more.

One of the top two-player tournaments in the 
Pacific Northwest, the Central Oregon Shootout, 
is set for April 26-28 at three of Central Oregon’s 
top golf courses, Black Butte Ranch Resort, 
Eagle Crest Resort and Aspen Lakes.

The three-day tournament features net 
flights. This is a tournament that has been around 
since 2003 and fills up every year.

The tournament runs over three days with 
three different formats for each flight. One 
round will be a best-ball, another round will be a 
stableford and the final round will be a chapman.

The entry fee includes tournament golf, 
range balls, lunch and more.

Grab a partner and head to Central Oregon 
for this terrific event, which will sell out again for 
the 2019 season.

Call Black Butte Ranch for more info at 
541.595.1500.

 OB Sports Golf Management has announced it has 
agreed to a working relationship with Seattle-based Pre-
mier Golf Centers. OB Sports will support the Premier 
executive team on the management and operations of 
all golf, food & beverage and golf course maintenance 
operations at Premier’s 11 municipal facilities through-
out Washington. 
 “We have known the executive team at OB Sports 
for decades,” said Bill Schickler, Founder and President 
of Premier Golf Centers. “We couldn’t be prouder to 
partner with a company that wants to see our facili-
ties, our clients, and the game of golf in the Pacific 
Northwest succeed for generations to come.”
 OB Sports established a Northwest-based regional 
office in 2018, under the leadership of Senior Vice 
President of Operations, Ryan Whitney. Whitney will 
serve in a similar SVP role with Premier, working 
closely with the Premier executive team and the general 
managers at the respective courses to utilize the various 
resources of OB Sports, with the goal of continuing to 
improve the customer services and financial perfor-
mance of the Premier portfolio. 
 Established in 2001, Premier Golf Centers man-
ages 11 golf courses for six municipalities in the Puget 
Sound region. It operates with a commitment to quality 
management in all facets of operations, including golf 
course, practice range, retail pro shop, food and bever-
age and special events. 

Premier golf Centers,
OB Sports will team
up to work together
at Washington facilities

Jackson Park Range is one Premier Golf’s properties.

Chambers Bay set to show off new greens

 The long winter closure is 
over, Chambers Bay is expected 
to re-open in early April to show 
off its new poa annua greens. 
Chambers Bay has been in the 
national spotlight in recent years 
having hosted the U.S. Amateur 
and U.S. Open. But the fescue 
greens met with some criticism 
and the course decided to shut 
down and make the change to 
all  poa annua greens. The course 
shut down Oct. 1 and is expected 
to open on April 1st. See inside 
for more.

Tacoma firs getting ready for 
a new look at its range facility
 Tacoma Firs is reinventing its facility into Gamerz Golf Tacoma, a golf enter-
tainment facility with food, beverages and next generation golf games for both 
avid and beginner golfers.  The games are fun and being able to hit a regular ball 
is very attractive for many experienced golfers.
 Tacoma First entered into an agreement with Gamerz Golf, which not only al-
lows the golfers to practice and also have some fun at the same time. Like TopGolf 
which offers games and the chance for food and beverage services, Gamerz Golf 
does the same- but also adds in an instructional element as well.
 GM Mike Givens said he is in the process of raising money to give Tacoma 
Firs the new look. Plans call for building a new 40,000 square foot complex on 
the site of the old 5,900 square foot building. The new building would feature 
plenty of hitting stations as well as restaurant and a bar upstairs.
 “‘We want people to be able to drive up the hill and say ‘wow’ when they see 
what we have done,” said Givens. “It’s time to take up for entertainment.”
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 •  Answer:  Under the revised Rules of Golf effective 
January 1, 2019 a player opting to take free relief from 
and immovable obstruction (abnormal course condition) 
must drop a ball in and come to rest in the “relief area”.  
The “relief area” is an area within one club-length of 
the “reference point”, is not nearer the hole than the 
“reference point” and must be in the “general area”.  
The one club-length must be measured by using the 
longest club in the player’s bag (excluding the putter).  
When taking relief, the player must take complete relief 
from all interference by the “abnormal course condition”.  
The player may substitute a ball under this procedure.
 • Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien for his 
rules questions each month.
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There is nothing like the boisterous setting at the 16th hole of the Waste Management in Phoenix.

 As I sat in the stands on the 16th hole at the 
Waste Management Phoenix Open this year, I had 
to chuckle when I looked down and saw some 
volunteers holding up “Quiet Please” signs. If 
you have ever seen this tournament on television, 
you know all about the 16th hole. The yelling. The 
cascade of boos for poor shots. The chants. The 
songs. The USA chants. You think a “Quiet Please” 
sign is going to work.
 Good luck with that.
 It was my fourth trip to the Waste Management 
Phoenix Open, and every year you just can’t believe 
what you see. It starts when they open the gates 
and a sea of humanity runs to the 16th hole to get 
the front row seats at the short par-3. The bleachers 
fill up quickly and by the time the first group rolls 
through the tunnel; and onto the tee box the place 
is full- and loud. Even all the suites lining both sides 
of the hole are jammed.
 This is a golf party. The beer is flowing, the food 
is endless and for those who don’t make it early, 
there are long lines to get into the bleachers at  the 
16th hole at the TPC Scottsdale.
 This year, some of the folks we sat near raised 
the bar on both their outfits and their chants.
 We sat behind a bunch of guys from the Midwest 
who wore stars and stripes overall without any T-
Shirts on underneath. Some of them finally smart-
ened up and put on T Shirts when their shoulder 
started to burn under the Arizona sun. There was 
the group of guys who were dressed like bananas. 
Or the group  that all had bathrobes. How about the 
guys that were all wearing green jackets like they 
had won the Masters.
 And the chants, well that’s another story.
 When Canadian Adam Hadwin rolled through, 
there were so many Canadians in the stands that 
they started singing the Canadian national anthem. 
When someone from the US made a birdie, the 
USA chant went up. When a player lipped out a 
10-foot birdie, there was a chorus of boos.
 There used to be even more fun when players 
would throw things into the crowd and the caddies 
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would have races to the green. But when one caddie 
tore an Achilles a few years ago, the races went 
away. And when people started to get too aggres-
sive when players went by, that went away too. But 
it’s still a party - and definitely worth putting it on 
your golf bucket list.

 Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf Newspaper. 
He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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The Home Course in DuPont, Wash, has worked out stay and play packages with several local hotels.
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Home Course offers stay and 
play deals; looking to break
ground on new pro shop soon
 There are certain places that come to mind when 
you think of stay and play deals. Throw The Home 
Course into that mix now. The Home Course, owned 
and operated by both the WSGA and the PNGA in 
DuPont, Wash. has partnered with several local hotels 
for some terrific golf deals.
 The Hampton Inn, Home 2 Suites, Liberty Inn, 
Fairfield Inn and FairBridge Inn and Suites are working 
with The Home Course on a stay and play deal from 
May 1 through July 31 where you book a room through 
the hotel links and you will get two free rounds and 
cart. In addition, there is an opportunity for discounted 
golf at Chambers Bay with the same packaged deal.

 The Home Course opened in 2007 and been the 
home for some top championships including the U.S. 
Amateur and US. Women’s Public Links. The Home 
Course will also be a companion course of Chambers 
Bay for the 2021 U.S. Four-Ball Championship.
 Off the course, there is plenty of news including 
the opening of the new Golf House Grill and a new 
pro shop is expected to break ground in May, giving 
the facility a new look.
 The Home Course was ranked as the No. 2 public 
golf course in Washington in 2008 by GolfWeek Maga-
zine. For more information call 866.964.0520 or see 
the web site www.thehomecourse.com.
 



 Salish Cliffs, owned and operated by the Squaxin 
Island Indian Tribe, was ranked sixth on the list of the 
national casino golf courses. Salish Cliffs opened in 
2011 and was designed by Gene Bates.
 Circling Raven, owned by the Coeur d’Alene Indian 
tribe, opened in 2003 and was also designed by Gene 
Bates.
 The top course in the list was Shadow Creek in Las 
Vegas, which opened in 1990.

NW golfers qualify for Latin Tour
 2017 WSGA Men’s Player of the Year Derek Bayley 
of Rathdrum, Idaho has qualified for the upcoming PGA 
Tour Latinoamérica season.
 In the PTLA Qualifying Tournament in Mexico, 
Bayley fired rounds of 70–71–64–68 to finish T7 earn-
ing full membership for the first half of the 2019 PGA 
Tour Latinoamérica season.
 Bayley was named the 2017 WSGA Men’s Player 
of the Year, after finishing second in the Washington 
State Men’s Amateur and runner-up in the PNGA 
Men’s Amateur.  In 2018 Bayley qualified for the U.S. 
Amateur and won the Rosauers Open Invitational (for 
the second time, having also won in 2016), compet-
ing against the region’s top PGA professionals. He is 
a graduate of Washington State University, where he 
played all four years on the men’s golf team.
 Brian Mogg, of Issaquah, Wash.,  qualifed for the 
2019 PGA Tour Latinoamérica and earned conditional 
exempt status for the first half of the season.
 Mogg is a graduate of Washington State University 
and played four years on the men’s golf team.

White Horse tops in Golf Advisor list
 Golf Advisor serves as a one-stop shop with over 
825,000 reviews, more than 14,000 golf courses and 
honest recommendations from peers. How did Golf 
Advisor determine White Horse Golf Club to be ranked 
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 The USGA, Masters Tournament and the PGA of 
America have released the qualifying schedule for the 
2019-2020 Drive, Chip and Putt season. Interested 
participants can register to qualify online beginning 
March 5 at drivechipandputt.com.
 The 2020 qualifying schedule includes dates and 
locations for participants to play in local qualifiers 
across the country, with the opportunity to advance 
and earn an invitation to next year’s National Finals 
at August National Golf Club.
 Seven courses in WSGA territory will host local 
qualifiers and two will host sub-regional qualifiers for 
the 2020 Drive, Chip and Putt.
 Local qualifiers:
  • High Cedars GC | Orting, WA
    Sunday, June 9, 2019 
  • Mount Si GC | Snoqualmie, WA
    Sunday, June 30, 2019
  • The Club at Snoqualmie Ridge | Snoqualmie, WA
     Monday, July 1, 2019
  • The Creek at Qualchan | Spokane, WA
    Sunday, July 7, 2019
  • Pasco Golfland | Pasco, WA
   Wednesday, July 10, 2019
  • Lake Padden GC | Bellingham, WA
    Tuesday, July 23, 2019
  • Trophy Lake Golf & Casting | Port Orchard, WA
    Saturday, July 27, 2019
    Sub-regional qualifiers:
  • The Home Course | DuPont, WA
    Monday, August 5, 2019
  • The Highlands GC | Post Falls, Idaho
    Friday, August 9, 2019

Northwest courses make casino list
 A pair of Pacific Northwest courses have been 
listed by GolfWeek among the top casino courses in 
the country.

2019 schedule set for Drive, Chip and Putt qualifiers;
NW players will advance to PGA Latin America Tour

the #1 best golf course in Washington State? 
 To determine the courses with the best ratings in 
2018, Golf Advisor took a combination of courses 
overall and six subcategory (value, conditions, layout, 
pace of play, friendliness and off-course amenities) 
star-rating averages. Ratings submitted by active and 
more trustworthy reviewers, like Local Golf Advisors, 
as well as merit-badge and staff ratings, received more 
weight than members with less activity. Also factored 
into the score was the net difference how a course 
review performed compared to that reviewer’s average 
review. In order for a course to be eligible for these 
lists, they must offer regular public access and have 
received at least 10 reviews since December, 2017.
 Golf Advisor also created a list of the Top 50 golf 
courses in the United States and determined White 
Horse Golf Club to be ranked the 35th best Golf Course. 
Of the 2,800 golf courses to be considered, White Horse 
was the only golf course in Washington State to make 
the list.
 When White Horse Golf Club opened in 2007 it 
was noted as one of the most difficult courses in Wash-
ington State by local golfers, in 2010 the Suquamish 
Tribe purchased the course and enlisted local architect, 
John Harbottle, to make the course more playable. 
Nearly half the 137 bunkers were removed, greens were 
opened up and made more approachable, and fairways 
were widened making landing areas more generous. 

WSGA members get Mariner deal
 There are plenty of reasons to be a member of the 
Washington State Golf Association. This year, the 
WSGA threw in another perk as part of the deal. WSGA 
members receive exclusive discounted pricing on tick-
ets to select Seattle Mariners home games throughout 
the 2019 season.
 • Saturday, March 30 vs Boston Red Sox
 • Thursday, May 30 vs Los Angeles Angels

 • Saturday, June 22 vs Baltimore Orioles
 • Saturday, July 27 vs Detroit Tigers
 Enter promo code MEMBER to access the offer.
 Purchase your tickets online at mariners.com/
wsga.

LPGA Legends return to White Horse
 The LPGA Legends Tour will return to White Horse 
Golf Club in Kingston June 7-9.
 The Suquamish Clearwater Legends Cup will fea-
ture 36 players from the LPGA Legends Tour, including 
players like Jan Stephenson, Betsy King, Michelle 
McGann and JoAnne “Big Mama” Carner. The event 
will feature a two-day tournament and one-day Pro-
Am. For info email sfracker@jbcgolf.com.
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 Chambers Bay Golf Course, which has hosted 
some of the biggest events in the country, is ex-
pected to re-open by April 1st and show off its new 
poa annua greens, which replaced its old fescue 
greens.
 Chambers Bay, the Pierce County golf course 
that hosted the 2015 U.S. Open, closed in October 
allowing the transition to take place, giving the new 
grass time to take root.
 The course’s fescue greens were invaded by poa 
annua, the predominant Northwest greens grass, 
before the U.S. Open. The combination of the two 
competing grasses, plus extended dry conditions 
before the tournament resulted in the greens being 
criticized — and in some cases, ridiculed – as unfair 
by some of the world’s best golfers at some of these 
national events.Chambers Bay hosted the U.S. Open and is expected to re-open with new poa annua greens in April.

Chambers Bay expected to re-open on April 
first and show off new poa annua greens

 Three troubled greens were purposely replaced 
with poa annua last year. Course officials said suc-
cess with those greens led to the decision to convert 
all greens to poa annua.
 Chambers Bay was scheduled to be the site of the 
U.S. Amateur Four-Ball (best ball) Championship 
in 2019, but at its request the tournament has been 
moved and Bandon Dunes in Oregon will be the site. 
Chambers Bay will host the four-ball championship 
in 2021.
 Chambers Bay was the site of the 2010 U.S. 
Amateur and management has aspirations of being 
the site of a future U.S. Women’s Open and a return 
of the U.S. Open.
 While the course is closed, the clubhouse, golf 
shop, south driving range and restaurant remained 
open for business.

Blackstone Country Club in the Phoenix area offers an 18-hole championship course and more.

Destination: Blackstone Country Club
in Phoenix has something for everyone
 As the Phoenix area continues to grow and 
expand, the golf business does the same. Wel-
come to Blackstone Country Club at Vistancia, 
a place in Northwest Phoenix which has a little 
of something for everyone.
 Blackstone Country Club features a private 
golf course that fits perfectly as part of the So-
noran desert, with views of nearby mountains and 
a course designed by Jim Engh that plays over 
7,000 yards but still is plenty playable for every 
level of handicap.
 This is a club that is growing - and for good 
reason. There is plenty to like at Blackstone from 
the 18-hole golf course to the 30,000 square foot 
clubhouse to the terrific housing in and around 
the golf course. Once you make your way through 
the gated entrance it’s obvious that Blackstone is 
not just another golf course to have popped up in 

the Phoenix area. This is a club that has grown 
and features plenty to do on and off the course.
 Let’s start with the golf course. The ninth 
hole is a 555-yard par-5 with a green that sits in 
a natural amphitheater surrounded by three sides 
of rock walls. Pretty intimidating. On the back 
nine, the 14th and 15th holes feature long and 
winding greens. A serious challenge.
 Off the course, the large clubhouse is the 
centerpiece of the community.
 There is also a 3,000 square foot fitness center 
and a resort-style swimming pool with private 
cabanas. There are tennis facilities, a wine room 
and casual and fine dining. The club also features 
a variety of activities as well.
 There is plenty to like at Blackstone. For more 
call the club at 623.707.8700 or check out their 
web site at blackstonecountryclub.com.

Fun Golf Vacations hosts individual stroke 
play & team best ball events at the West Coasts Home 
of Golf PGA WEST, La Quinta Resort & Club, & Desert 
Willow Golf Resort  With events three times a year 
there is something for everyones schedule. Group 
Discounts Available. Grab your buddies and head for 
the desert!!

Battle in the Desert - April 27 - May 4, 2019 

• Golf Addicts Buddies Goff Trip - 
 

Shootout at PGA WEST - May 5 - 9, 2019
• Quick Getaway Trip - 

Palm Springs Golf Championships - Jan. 5 - 8, 2020
• Escape the Winter doldrums - 

Call Eric Hoskinson - (206)351-3704 
More Details @ FunGolfVacations.com

THREE GREAT 

BUDDIES GOLF 

TRIPS!! 
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 After a PGA Tour was penalized for having his cad-
die standing behind him, and then having the penalty 
taken away after video review, the USGA and R &A 
went to work.
 The USGA and The R&A have provided two 
clarifications to Rule 10.2b(4) regarding restrictions 
on caddies standing behind players, which take effect 
immediately.
  The purpose of Rule 10.2 is to reinforce the funda-
mental challenge of making a stroke and to limit the 
advice and other help a player may receive during a 
round.
  Rule 10.2b(4) ensures that aiming at the intended 
target is a challenge that the player must overcome 
alone. It states:
  “When a player begins taking a stance for the stroke 
and until the stroke is made, the player’s caddie must 
not deliberately stand in a location on or close to the 
player’s line of play behind the ball for any reason. If 
the player takes a stance in breach of this Rule, he or 
she cannot avoid penalty by backing away.” 
  Exception – Ball on Putting Green: When the 
player’s ball is on the putting green, there is no penalty 
under this Rule if the player backs away from the stance 
and does not begin to take the stance again until after 
the caddie has moved out of that location.”
  The two clarifications provided today can be sum-
marized as follows:
  Meaning of “Begins Taking a Stance for the 
Stroke”:  If a player backs away from a stance, the 
player is not considered to have begun “a stance for the 
stroke.” Therefore, a player can now back away from 
his or her stance anywhere on the course and avoid a 
breach of Rule 10.2b(4) if the caddie had been standing 
in a location behind the ball.
 Examples of When a Caddie is Not “Deliberately” 
Standing Behind the Ball When a Player Begins Taking 
Stance for Stroke: As written, the Rule does not apply if 
a caddie is not deliberately standing behind a player. It 
is clarified that the term “deliberately” requires a caddie 

Winter in the nW: golf snowman fits in perfectly

Just because there was a lot of snow dumped in the northwest in february, it didn’t mean 
that golf still took a back seat. PgA professional Matt Campbell of Twin Rivers and linda 
Sue Kohlruss had some fun building this snowman golfer in the yard at their house.

After PGA Tour rules snafu, golf
groups work to clarify the ruling

to be aware that 1) the player is beginning to take a 
stance for the stroke to be played and 2) he or she (the 
caddie) is standing on or close to an extension of the 
line of play behind the ball. Several examples are given 
in the clarification to provide additional guidance.
 
2018 Driving Distance Report released
 The USGA and The R&A have released the 2018 
Annual Driving Distance Report, containing driving-
distance data from seven men’s and women’s profes-
sional golf tours around the world. This is the fourth 
annual distance report issued by the game’s governing 
bodies, completed in an effort to monitor current trends 
in driving distance.
 The 2018 data show that driving distances on these 
seven tours increased by an average of 1.7 yards, be-
yond the previous year’s gain of more than 3 yards. 
  The full report, which can be found via this link, 
summarizes data provided by the PGA TOUR, LPGA 
Tour, PGA European Tour, Ladies European Tour, 
Japan Golf Tour, Web.com Tour and PGA TOUR 
Champions Tour based on available data at the time 
of publication. Introduced in 2015, the report includes 
data starting with the 1968 PGA TOUR season. 
 The average driving distance is typically measured 
on two holes at each tournament and usually results in 
nearly 40,000 shots being measured over the course of 
a season on some tours. 
  The USGA and The R&A continue to be diligent in 
studying the long-term effect of distance on the game 
of golf, a global focus first expressed in their Joint 
Statement of Principles delivered in 2002. 
  In that document, the organizations reinforced 
their commitment to ensure that skill is the dominant 
element of success throughout the game, and that all 
factors contributing to distance would be considered 
on a regular basis.
  The 2018 report represents one set of data among 
the already substantial collection of information.
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Tour Players With northwest ties

did you know….
 • Over 50 courses through-
out WSGA territory offer $5 
rounds of golf for kids (ages 
6-18) through the WSGA Youth 
on Course program. Visit thews-
ga.org/yoc for the full list of 
courses and to sign up.

 

 • Whether you’re a casual 
golfer looking for a fun tourna-
ment to play in or you’re hosting 
a tournament that you’d like to 
spread the word about, the PNGA 
All-Access calendar is the perfect 
resource. All players of all abilities. 
Visit thepnga.org/allaccess to find 
your game.

 Two-time PNGA junior girls’ player of the year El-
lie Slama has been invited to compete in the inaugural 
Augusta National Women’s Amateur Championship.
 A sophomore standout on the Oregon State Univer-
sity women’s golf team, Slama won her second career 
collegiate title in October at the SMU Trinity Forest 
Invitational in Dallas.
 On the course, Ellie continued to show that she is 
one of the best players in the Pac-12 Conference. The 
PNGA’s two-time junior girls’ player of the year (2015, 
2016) not only set a bunch of scoring records for the 
Beavers, she also won the Oregon Women’s Amateur, 
and played in both the U.S. Amateur and Canadian 
Amateur.
 “Everything in my game came together at the right 
time,” Ellie said of her 2018 season. Her accomplish-
ments have been recognized – she has received an 
invitation to play in the inaugural Augusta National 
Women’s Amateur, to be held April 3-6, the week prior 
to the Masters.
 Other players with Northwest ties invited to the 
Championship include Sophie Hausmann of Germany, 
a senior on the University of Idaho Women’s Golf Team 
and Wenyung Keh of New Zealand, a senior on the 
University of Washington Women’s Golf Team.
 The inaugural championship will feature an interna-
tional field of 72 women amateurs competing over 54 
holes, with a cut to 30 players after 36 holes. Rounds 

Oregon State golfer gets invite to
inaugural Augusta Women’s event

one and two will take place at Champions Retreat Golf 
Club in Augusta, Ga. with the final round being played 
at Augusta National.
 For more information, visit www.anwagolf.com.

Oregon State golfer Ellie Slama.

 A change in the PGA Tour’s Player Appearance 
guidelines will allow players to wear golf shorts during 
practice and pro-am rounds, effective immediately.
 The change applies only to tournaments operated 
on the six tours under the PGA Tour umbrella. The 
two tournaments that kicked off the changes were  the 
World Golf Championships-Mexico Championship and 
the Puerto Rico Open, will be the first tournaments to 
offer players the apparel option.
 Newly elected PGA Tour Player Advisory Council 
(PAC) Co-Chairman James Hahn informed his fellow 
pros in a message.
 Per the guideline, shorts must be knee-length, 
tailored and neat in appearance. Compression leggings 
worn underneath shorts must be solid in color.
 Long pants are required for all official rounds.
 The PGA of America has allowed players to wear 
shorts during practice rounds at the PGA Championship 
the last two years. The European Tour initiated their 
shorts-wearing policy for practice rounds in 2016.
 In 1999, caddies on the PGA Tour were first allowed 
to wear shorts during competition days.
 The announcement follows many years of discus-
sion. Players, fans, sponsors and tournaments provided 
positive feedback to allow the wearing of shorts during 
non-competition days.
 Tiger Woods was asked last year during a Facebook 
Live interview for his view on the topic.
 “I would love it,” Woods responded. “We play in 
some of the hottest climates on the planet. We usually 
travel with the sun, and a lot of our events are played 
in the summer.”
 Others have previously addressed the issue.
 “It makes the guys a lot more comfortable,” Rory 
McIlroy said. “… I don’t think there’s anything wrong 
with professional golfers showing the lower half of 
their leg.”

PGA Tour decides
to relax rules with
players wearing
shorts in practice

PgA Tour 
 • Kevin Chappell • Kirkland • 129th on the list with $257,024
 • Ben Crane • Portland • 171st on the list with $123,979
 • Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 76th on the list with $436,060
 • Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 196th on the list with $64,774
 • Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 53rd on the list with $677,280
 • Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • 88th on the list with $384,990
 • Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • 21st on the list with $1,349,344 
 • Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 145th on the list with $205,591
 • Aaron Wise • Ex-Oregon • 74th on the list with $439,275
 • Andrew Yun • Tacoma • no events
 • Alex Prugh • Spokane • 179th on the list with $97,915
 • Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 100th on the list with $337,811
  
Web.com Tour 
 • Andres Gonzales • Olympia • No Events
 • Scott Harrington • Portland • 135th on the list with $1,925
 • Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • 99th on the list with $5,218
 • Michael Putnam, • Tacoma • No Events
 
Champions Tour
  • Fred Couples • Seattle • 11th on the list with $136,000
 • Bob Gilder • Corvallis • No Events
 • Brian Henninger • Eugene • No Events
 • Peter Jacobsen • Portland • No Events
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 25th on the list with $57,566

Mackenzie Tour (Canada)
  • Derek Barron • Puyallup • No Events
 • Alistar Docherty • Vancouver, Wash. • No Events
 • Chris Killmer • Bellingham • No Events
 • Cory Pereira • Ex-UW • No Events
 • Chris Williams • Ex-UW • No Events
 • Eugene Wong • Ex-Oregon • No Events
 
lPgA Tour 
 • Erynne Lee • Silverdale • No Events
 • Carolyn Inglis • Eugene • No Events
 • Jing Yan • Ex-UW • No Events

lPgA Symetra Tour
 • Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
 • Mallory Kent • Seattle • No Events
 • Sadena Parks • Tacoma • No Events
 • Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • No Events
 



•  In tHe neWs  ••  Inside Golf - March Issue 2019 • •  Page 9  •

The Lesson Tee: A solid pitching game can
mean some strokes saved around the greens 

Photo #1

Photo #2

 Alright golfers, it's time to dust off those 
golf clubs and head out and attack those 
dreams of greatness for 2019. As we search 
for the perfect golf swing, we know we will 
always miss some greens. Ouch! So, for most 
of my career I’ve gone to pitch and chip before 
I ever go hit full shots.  It is easy to strike full 
shots for hours, but we save shots around 
and on the green.  
 I have always said, it is easier to get it up 
and down than make up for that wasted save 
if we don't hit a good pitch shot.  The best 
scorers in golf see high value in pitching well.  
That is why they spent quality time practicing 
pitching.
 I believe if my readers would keep track of 
greens hit in regulation, up and down %, 3 putt 
greens, putts per round, % putts made from 
3-5 feet, tee shots in play and penalty strokes 
per round, they would see how many shots 
could be saved by identifying some simple 
fixes.
 So, let us touch on pitching.
 Making pitching simple would be a won-
derful step in enjoying golf.  I see too many 
golfers creating too many angles with wrist 
hinge and too much folding of the right elbow.  
Those angles are not necessary on a simple 
pitch.  It would serve most golfer better if they 
felt like they had casts or carpet tubes on their 
arms. Photo's 1 and 2.  
 These carpet tubes would decrease the 
extreme folding and hinging of the wrists and 
elbow's.  The angles created make it difficult 
for the average golfer to succeed consistently.  
So, step one, less hinge, straight arms.
 Step two, weight left, lean left.  It is impor-
tant to start left (65% of weight on left hip) 
stay left, finish left. Feel like your chest and 

nose are on top of the ball.
 Step three, triangle back, triangle through.  
Your chest and two arms form a triangle. 
Keep that triangle moving together back and 
through.  My image is the chest is the hub 
of the wagon wheel and the arms are the 
spokes, keep it all moving together.
 Step four, hit the ground.  Hit the roots of 
the grass. Not just the blades of the grass.
 Summary. 
 1) straight arms, less hinge (carpet 
tubes) 
 2) lean left 
 3) triangle back triangle through
 4) hit the ground
 P.S.  Consider using a 56 degree wedge 
for most of your shots.  Move it back for a  
low runner.  Middle of stance for a stock shot.  
Slightly forward and open the face for a higher 
shot.  Just keep the same four principles for 
each trajectory.  Keep it simple.  Please.

 Jeff Coston is a member of the Pacific North-
west PGA Hall of Fame.  He is a former PGA Tour/
Champions Tour Player.  Jeff can be reached for 
appointment by calling Semiahmoo at 360 201-
4590.  see jeffcoston.com
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 The year ahead offers new opportunities and expe-
riences. But as you make plans throughout 2019, be 
mindful of the things that can derail those plans –such 
as the natural disasters that affected so many families 
in 2018. Every area around the country is subject to 
natural disasters, whether they’re wildfires, hurricanes 
or tornadoes. How can you prepare for them?
 Here are a few suggestions:
 • Maintain adequate insurance. It’s a good idea to 
review your homeowners insurance at least annually 
to ensure it’s still providing the protection you need. 
And make sure you know exactly what your policy 
covers in terms of natural disasters. You’ll also want 
to review your life and disability insurance regularly. 
And, of course, you’ll want to stay current on your 
premiums for all your policies.
 • Keep a record of your possessions. The insur-
ance claims process will be much easier if you take 
the time, before a natural disaster occurs, to photo-
graph or videotape the contents of your home. You 
also might want to list the brands and serial numbers 
of appliances and electronics.
 • Know your passwords. It’s important to have 
ready access to the passwords for your financial 
accounts. You may be able to memorize them, but, 
if not, keep them somewhere – perhaps in your smart-
phone – that you can access anywhere. It’s always 
possible that a natural disaster will strike so quickly 
that you can’t even grab your phone, so, to be extra 
cautious, you might want to share your passwords 
with a trusted family member or friend. (Even then, 
though, you may want to change your passwords 
every so often.)
 • Build an emergency fund. During or following a 
natural disaster, you may need ready access to cash 
to cover some of the essentials of daily living, such as 
food and shelter. Keeping a lot of cash in your home 
may not be such a great plan, especially if you have 
to evacuate quickly. Consequently, you might want 
to create an emergency fund containing three to six 

months’ worth of living expenses, with the money 
kept in a low-risk, liquid and highly accessible account 
at a local bank or with your financial services provider.
 • Protect your documents. These days, many of 
your important financial materials, such as your in-
vestment statements, are available online, so they’re 
likely safe from any disaster. But you may still have 
some items, such as checkbooks, birth certificates, 
passports, Social Security cards, insurance policies 
and estate planning documents (i.e., will, living trust, 
etc.) on paper. Even if some or all of these things 
could eventually be replaced, it would take time and 
effort. You’re better off protecting them beforehand, 
possibly by keeping them in a safety deposit box at 
a local bank.
 • Save your receipts. You’ll want to save receipts 
for repairs and temporary lodging to submit to your 
insurance company. If you are not fully reimbursed 
for these expenses, they may be tax deductible, 
though you’ll need to consult with your tax advisor 
to be certain. If you’re fortunate, you’ll never have to 
face a natural disaster that threatens your home and 
possessions. But it never hurts to be ready – just in 
case.

 Dan Altmayer is a representative with Edward Jones. 
He can be reached at 253.661.3155.
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Dan Altmayer: Important to be
prepared for a natural disaster

When you start getting behind
the ball good things happen
  Ben and I began working on turning vs. getting 
behind the ball. 
 Drill: We places two alignment sticks with one in 
the center of his stance on the ground and the second 
alignment stick “tip” in the ground so Ben could feel 
where his body is on his turn).
 In Ben’s case, it wasn’t that he was not turning, its 
where  his turn “was” in “front of the ball” or “behind” 
the ball?”  (We want you to get behind the ball on the 
take away). 
 We did a few stretches and slow to see what his 
body can and can not do (he is two years out of his 
knee surgery).  Ben did a few tests to see what his 
body would allow him to do. 
 The photo on the left, is what we are looking for.  
Ben noticed it in the video right away.  For him, we 
used “weight shift” and his right hip to allow his awe-
some “turn” to be “behind the ball”. 
 Drill: We used alignment rods and 1/2-3/4 feeling 
slow swing to see what his body allowed him to do.   
 After about 30-50 balls, Ben got the solid feeling 
contact back (before he was blocking it, driving the 
ball in the ground, and he was about ready to give golf 
up). 

 I felt excited and relieved that I could help Ben feel 
solid contact again & the joy on his face to start golf 
again. Ben has an action plan and golf drills.  I look 
forward to seeing his smiling face back on the driving 
range.   One his confidence grows, he will tee it up 
again.   One simple adjustment “feeling behind the 
ball” helped keep Ben back in golf. 

 Becky Fossum is an LPGA teaching pro and 
teaches in the winter at SilverRock in LaQuinta, Calif. 
and Tacoma Country and Golf Club in the summer.. 
She can be reached at 253.576.3130,
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Rules of the Game: Relief areas are an
important part of new rules for 2019

 This month I want to take another look at Relief 
Areas, because they are a new and important part 
of the new Rules.  And I’d like to use Rule 19 – 
Unplayable Ball as the featured Rule.
 Please see the diagram accompanying this 
article that has been borrowed from the new Rules 
of Golf.
 Rule 19 gives a player three relief options 
for an unplayable ball – Stroke-and-Distance (1), 
Back-on-the-Line (2), and Lateral (3) – each with an 
associated 1-stroke penalty.  These are the same 
three relief options that were available under the 
old Rules.  But what is new and different is the 
definition of Relief Area, and the requirement that 
a ball be dropped in the Relief Area and come to 
rest in the Relief Area.
 Notice that the size of the Relief Area varies by 
the relief option.  The Relief Areas for Stroke-and-
Distance relief and Back-on-the-Line relief have a 
size of one club-length, whereas the Relief Area for 
Lateral relief has a size of two club-lengths.  And re-
member that under the new Rules, your club-length 
is always the length of your longest club other than 
your putter.
 Before dropping a ball, you should always mark 
the Reference Point, the outer limits, and the back 
limit of the Relief Area with tees (or some other 

suitable object).  Why?  So that you can make 
sure that when you drop a ball it lands in the Relief 
Area and comes to rest in the Relief Area.  And 
remember that under the new Rules, you drop a 
ball from knee height, not shoulder height.
 What if the ball you dropped in the Relief Area 
doesn’t come to rest in the Relief Area?  Then you 
drop a ball a second time.  If the second dropped 
ball doesn’t come to rest in the Relief Area, then 
you place a ball where the second dropped ball 
first landed in the Relief Area.  This is the so-called 
drop-drop-place procedure.
 Rule 19 also offers a new relief option if your 
unplayable ball is in a bunker.  For a 2-stroke penalty, 
you can take Back-on-the-Line relief outside the 
bunker.  You can read more about this new relief 
option and see a diagram of it in Rule 19.3 – Relief 

Options for Unplayable Ball in Bunker.
 Get to know the new Rules of Golf.  You’ll be 
glad you did, and sorry if you don’t.

 Rule 19 gives a player three re-
lief options for an unplayable ball 
– stroke-and-distance (1), Back-
on-the-line (2), and lateral (3) – 
each with an associated 1-stroke 
penalty.  These are the same three 
relief options that were available 
under the old Rules.  
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